The clinical significance of oncogene expression in subungual melanoma.
Subungual melanoma is a particularly aggressive tumour. However, biological investigations of its behaviour are presently lacking due to its comparative rarity. In order to study the biology of this disease, the activity of the c-myc oncogene was studied in tumours from 24 patients with subungual melanoma using the technique of flow cytometry. High levels of oncoprotein were found in all tumours and exceeded that documented in other varieties of cutaneous melanoma. Survival analysis revealed that stratification of patients according to oncogene activity provided a useful prognostic marker with shorter disease free interval (log rank test, chi 2 = 6.6, P = 0.01) and overall survival (log rank test, chi 2 = 3.6, P = 0.07) in tumours with high oncoprotein levels. This is the first study to investigate oncogene expression in subungual disease and supports its potential application as a prognostic marker.